
History

Did you Know that….

In order to redress the balance of power 
upset by the landing of guns for the UVF at 
Larne, a similar operation was conceived 
by Nationalists to arm the Irish Volunteers.  
Erskine Childers, himself an Anglo-Irish 
Protestant, his wife and several friends 
organize the shipment of 900 rifles us-
ing Childers yacht, The Asgard, that were 
landed at Howth.  However, unlike the 
Larne Landing, the British Army had no 
hesitation in intervening to attempt to stop 
the shipment.  While only seizing three 
guns, three people were killed and thirty 
two were injured (one subsequently dying 
of bayonet wounds).

While the Home Rule passed, imple-
mentation was suspended with the out-
break of WW I.  Both the UVF and the Irish 
Volunteers raised troops for the British 
War effort.  In both cases the women of 
the respective communities created flags 
for the respective divisions.  However once 
again prejudice raised its head.  While the 
36th Division formed by members of the 
UVF was allowed to call itself the “Ulster 
Division” and carry its flags, the 16th Di-
vision, formed by Irish Nationalists Volun-
teers, had its Green flags with the ancient 
symbol of Ireland, the harp,  confiscated 
and was banned in using “Ireland” in its 
title.  ade were awarded the Congressio-
nal Medal of Honor.  Three of the Irish Bri-
gades Commanding Officers fell in battle.

In February 1886, Lord Randolph 
Churchill, father of Winston Churchill, 
came to Belfast ‘to play the Orange card’ in 
an effort to unseat the Liberal government 
of Prime Minister Gladstone and bring his 
Tory party to power. Seizing on Gladstone’s 
home rule bill, Churchill coined the phrase 
‘Ulster will fight and Ulster will be right’. 
After whipping up tensions for his own po-
litical ends, Churchill left Northern Ireland 
after inciting some of the worst sectarian 
violence ever recorded.
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