Molly Pitcher, Lost Irish American

The Revolutionary Battle of Monmouthas the longest battle of the American Revolution. It was also fought on on
the hottest days ever recorded in New Jersey, with historians believing the temperature reafbidggteesand with
as many soldiers dying of heat exhaustionbatlets | 2 § SASNE GKS Y2ad SyRdzZNAy3
t A OK ®debhdPlumidartin recorded that awomanwhose husband belonged to tHeennsylvaniartillery, had
helped crewa cannon that was actively engaged in an artillery du& one point while, stepping forward to grab 4
cartridge a Brltlsh cannon ball literally passed between her legs only doing damage to the bottom if heapefiibe
X womanlaughinglyremarked thatit was lucky it had not been highet
as it may have carried away something else, and continued to H
service thegun Another account records shactedd ¢ Aas fuch
reguarity as any soldier present. Thus Molly Pitcher passed intd
historyandlegendasan American Joan of Arc.

describe a camp follower, not a prostitute asoften assumed, but
womenwho chose to follow theimen irto the Army rather than
face an uncertain future at home.h@&y filled various roles, including
=8 e being water carriers to the men and the artilleapd thusd a 2
Gazffe tAGTDRAGNE o8 t A0OKSNEA ¢

I TGSNJ G KS andl heNhugbang fetiirded to theiome in CarlislePennsylvanigan areathen of predominantly
Irish and Scots immignts. So many Irish represented the State of Pennsylvania in the Revolution that th@ siaits
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illiterate, leaving others to tell her storyContemporaries described «+ over a third of Was-hi
Gaz2ff@é ¢ &ith &rlJ8dh{Bkogue. Every contemporaly  Americans

I O02dzy i’ dza SR & L NBleafist husband rauBetl BIAR © PverROSf Waghingto 15 Generals were Irish-
appears to have diedhortly after returning homend she remarried American.

. Another Irish-American Woman, Margaret
John McCauley. In 1822 she was granted a pension from the stafe’of g

T i i ~ . . A A . . Corbin helped fire cannon during the defense of
Pennsylania in herown right ¥ 2 NJ & a S NIJA.OSha dielly R NP RE€washi ngton and w
1832. Molly’

e Washington's chief sp
There matters lay until the centennial of the revolution, when intergst ~ Vew York was Hercules Mulligan _

. . . . , e .. Among the first units sent by France to aid the

in thg rgvolytlon caused historians to trace the rootstbé da 2 f(t € 4 o i cans were member
t Al Oé@®w£ They knew she was marrieddaanan named Hays including the Régiment de Dillon and Régiment
at the time of Monmouth. They found a marriage certificate of{a  de Walsh

Casper Hays of Carlisle married to a Mary Ludwig. They then &ound
infantryman not a gunnerat Monmouth named JohiHays andconcludedthat Casperand John were one ance
same! The inconsistencies in the evidence and the fact thegvery O2 y 1 SY L2 NI NB | OO02dzy i
ignored; overnightrishd a 2 Picheé 06 SOI YS By nawdha&ldémographics bPennsylvania had changed an
local German Amerigans were quick to erect monument to Mary nee Ludwig Haysand stake a furtherole in the
American Revolution

However, recent research has found that another Himgen Carlislewas at the battle of Monmouth, William Hays

gunner with the Pennsylvaniartllery. His enlistment papers show place of birth: Ireland. Common sensedtsastys
GunnerWilliam Hays of Irelands far more likely to be the husband of the woman who manned the gun at Monmot
and Mary Ludwig has no connection to William Ha@@man-American Manludwig was not Molly Pitcher, but Irish
Mary Hays McCauley was. Despite, this text books, TV programs and even a rest area in New Jersey depict
American Mary Ludwig as Molly Pitcher
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heritage we can lose it to others aII too eager to claim it.

© AOH Division 3, Pearl RiverYNNeil F.Cosgrove, Historian
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